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European Rates Comment 
ECB QE: Analysis of securities bought in PSPP 
 

Monthly average of purchases at €63bn in November, front-loading concluded 
Earlier today, the ECB recently released a breakdown of securities acquired as part of 
the QE programme in November. Asset purchases in November amounted to €62.6bn 
(€2.6bn above the target and ~€1.1bn less than in October), taking the monthly 
average of asset purchases in the last six months to €60.9bn (Figure 1). We expect 
monthly purchases to fall below the targeted value of €60bn in December due to low 
liquidity in the market. 

Maturity of bonds held vs maturity of debt outstanding: usual divergences 
Analysing how the weighted average maturity of debt securities under the PSPP has 
evolved in the last three months shows that there has been a continuous increase in 
maturities for Belgium, Austria, and Finland (Figure 5). Meanwhile, there has been a 
consecutive decrease in Portugal. The average maturity of assets acquired in Portugal 
(also in Spain and Italy to a smaller degree) is still much higher than the maturity of 
debt outstanding, according to our analysis (Figure 2). For the time being, the maturity 
of assets that have been acquired in the Netherlands, Belgium, Germany and Ireland 
are lower than the average maturity of debt outstanding. This could mean subsequent 
purchases in Portugal may be lower than the average maturity of debt already acquired. 
The opposite could apply to the Netherlands, Belgium, Germany and Ireland. 

Inclusion of local government bonds to PSPP: minor impact on eligible universe 
We estimate that the inclusion of local and regional government bonds to PSPP 
announced on 3-Dec will add only approximately €70-80bn to the universe of eligible 
securities (accounting for the 33% issuer limit and applying eligibility criteria currently 
in place). Around 80% of this issuance comes from the federal states of Germany. 

Analysis of run rate, €60bn target and maturity of purchases vs outstanding 
Assets acquired in the PSPP continue to represent over 80% of all Eurosystem 
purchases (PSPP+Covered+ABS). PSPP holdings by country remain virtually in line with 
the ECB's capital key (as intended) – Figure 6. Based on available data, there does not 
seem to be a scarcity of government bonds at this stage. 
 

Figure 1: Monthly purchases under the expanded asset 
purchase programme (dates are on a settlement basis) 

 Figure 2: Weighted average maturity of PSPP holdings vs 
weighted average maturity of eligible assets outstanding 

 

 

 
Source: UBS Research, ECB, Bloomberg Valued at amortized cost.  Source: UBS Research, ECB, Bloomberg 
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Figure 3: Securities that have settled on a weekly basis 
between 14 August (week 23) and 4 December (week 39)  

 Figure 4: Daily purchase rate between 14 August (week 
23) and 4 December (week 39) 

 

 

 
Source: UBS Research, ECB, Bloomberg           Dates are on a settlement basis  Source: UBS Research, ECB, Bloomberg             Dates are on a settlement basis 

Figure 5: Weighted average maturity of PSPP holdings in 
each of the last six months 

 Figure 6: PSPP: assets held by country as a % of total are 
in line with ECB capital key (as intended) 

 

 

 
Source:  UBS Research, ECB, Bloomberg  Source:  UBS Research, ECB, Bloomberg              Valued at amortised cost 

Figure 7: Summary of assets held by jurisdiction up to 30 November 2015 

 
Source: UBS Research, ECB, Bloomberg 
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Germany 18.0% 25.6% 105.2 26.6% 0.01 8.2 7.0 -1.1 
France 14.2% 20.1% 83.5 21.1% 0.01 8.5 7.8 -0.7 

Netherlands 4.0% 5.7% 23.4 5.9% 0.00 8.6 6.6 -2.0 
Belgium 2.5% 3.5% 14.5 3.6% 0.00 10.5 9.6 -0.9 
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Required Disclosures 

This report has been prepared by UBS Limited, an affiliate of UBS AG. UBS AG, its subsidiaries, branches and affiliates are 
referred to herein as UBS. 

For information on the ways in which UBS manages conflicts and maintains independence of its research product; historical 
performance information; and certain additional disclosures concerning UBS research recommendations, please visit 
www.ubs.com/disclosures. The figures contained in performance charts refer to the past; past performance is not a reliable 
indicator of future results. Additional information will be made available upon request. UBS Securities Co. Limited is licensed 
to conduct securities investment consultancy businesses by the China Securities Regulatory Commission. 

Analyst Certification: Each research analyst primarily responsible for the content of this research report, in whole or in 
part, certifies that with respect to each security or issuer that the analyst covered in this report: (1) all of the views expressed 
accurately reflect his or her personal views about those securities or issuers and were prepared in an independent manner, 
including with respect to UBS, and (2) no part of his or her compensation was, is, or will be, directly or indirectly, related to 
the specific recommendations or views expressed by that research analyst in the research report.  

UBS Global Credit Strategy and Research: Rating Definitions 
UBS ranks potential investment opportunities within non-government fixed income markets and sectors. Issuers 
are rated on one or both criteria shown below, and specific securities may be recommended as well. 

 UBS Terminology Time Horizon Definition 

Issuer Ratings 

Credit Rating AAA, AA, A, BBB, BB, B, CCC, CC, C (+/-) Up to 12 
months 

UBS' assessment of a company's 
creditworthiness 

Outlook Positive; Stable; Negative Up to 6 
months 

UBS' expected trend in a company's 
creditworthiness 

Security Recommendations 

Bond 
Recommendation Outperform; Marketperform; Underperform Up to 3 

months 
A corporate bond's expected relative 
performance versus a defined reference 

CDS 
Recommendation Buy Protection; Sell Protection Up to 3 

months 
Recommendation to hedge a company's 
creditworthiness 

Note: Credit Ratings (Issuer) are only used in the evaluation of Swiss corporates. Recommendations may be defined as 
'Tactical', as in Tactical Outperform or Tactical Underperform, where there is a near term catalyst(s) taken into account. The 
UBS credit rating may be modified by the addition of a plus (+) or minus (-) sign where applicable to show relative standing 
within the major categories. 
Source: UBS 
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Company Disclosures 

Issuer Name Credit Rating Outlook 

Cyprus (Republic of) - - 

Federal Republic of Germany2, 4 - - 

French Republic - - 

Greece - - 

Kingdom of Belgium16 - - 

Kingdom of the Netherlands - - 

Portuguese Republic - - 

Republic of Austria16 - - 

Republic of Finland - - 

Republic of Ireland2, 4 - - 

Republic of Italy2, 4, 5 - - 

Spain - - 

United Kingdom of Great Britain2, 4, 16, 22 - - 

United States22 - - 

Source: UBS. Ratings in this table are the most current published ratings prior to this report. 

2. UBS AG, its affiliates or subsidiaries has acted as manager/co-manager in the underwriting or placement of 
securities of this company/entity or one of its affiliates within the past 12 months. 

4. Within the past 12 months, UBS AG, its affiliates or subsidiaries has received compensation for investment banking 
services from this company/entity or one of its affiliates. 

5. UBS AG, its affiliates or subsidiaries expect to receive or intend to seek compensation for investment banking 
services from this company/entity within the next three months. 

16. UBS Limited has entered into an arrangement to act as a liquidity provider and/or market maker in the financial 
instruments of this company. 

22. UBS AG, its affiliates or subsidiaries held other significant financial interests in this company/entity as of last 
month`s end (or the prior month`s end if this report is dated less than 10 working days after the most recent 
month`s end). 
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(iii) to measure the performance of any financial instrument. 

By receiving this document and the Information you will be deemed to represent and warrant to UBS that you will not use this document or any of the Information for 
any of the above purposes or otherwise rely upon this document or any of the Information. 
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by the Polish Financial Supervision Authority. Where an analyst of UBS Limited (spolka z ograniczona odpowiedzialnoscia) Oddzial w Polsce has contributed to this 



 

 European Rates Comment   7 December 2015 

 

 6 

document, the document is also deemed to have been prepared by UBS Limited (spolka z ograniczona odpowiedzialnoscia) Oddzial w Polsce.   Russia:  Prepared and 
distributed by UBS Bank (OOO).   Switzerland:  Distributed by UBS AG to persons who are institutional investors only. UBS AG is regulated by the Swiss Financial 
Market Supervisory Authority (FINMA).   Italy:  Prepared by UBS Limited and distributed by UBS Limited and UBS Italia Sim S.p.A. UBS Italia Sim S.p.A. is regulated by the 
Bank of Italy and by the Commissione Nazionale per le Società e la Borsa (CONSOB). Where an analyst of UBS Italia Sim S.p.A. has contributed to this document, the 
document is also deemed to have been prepared by UBS Italia Sim S.p.A.   South Africa:  Distributed by UBS South Africa (Pty) Limited (Registration No. 
1995/011140/07), an authorised user of the JSE and an authorised Financial Services Provider (FSP 7328).   Israel:  This material is distributed by UBS Limited. UBS 
Limited is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. UBS Securities 
Israel Ltd is a licensed Investment Marketer that is supervised by the Israel Securities Authority (ISA). UBS Limited and its affiliates incorporated outside Israel are not 
licensed under the Israeli Advisory Law. UBS Limited is not covered by insurance as required from a licensee under the Israeli Advisory Law. UBS may engage among 
others in issuance of Financial Assets or in distribution of Financial Assets of other issuers for fees or other benefits. UBS Limited and its affiliates may prefer various 
Financial Assets to which they have or may have Affiliation (as such term is defined under the Israeli Advisory Law). Nothing in this Material should be considered as 
investment advice under the Israeli Advisory Law. This Material is being issued only to and/or is directed only at persons who are Eligible Clients within the meaning of 
the Israeli Advisory Law, and this material must not be relied on or acted upon by any other persons.   Saudi Arabia:  This document has been issued by UBS AG (and/or 
any of its subsidiaries, branches or affiliates), a public company limited by shares, incorporated in Switzerland with its registered offices at Aeschenvorstadt 1, CH-4051 
Basel and Bahnhofstrasse 45, CH-8001 Zurich. This publication has been approved by UBS Saudi Arabia (a subsidiary of UBS AG), a Saudi closed joint stock company 
incorporated in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia under commercial register number 1010257812 having its registered office at Tatweer Towers, P.O. Box 75724, Riyadh 
11588, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. UBS Saudi Arabia is authorized and regulated by the Capital Market Authority to conduct securities business under license number 
08113-37.   Dubai:  The information distributed by UBS AG Dubai Branch is intended for Professional Clients only and is not for further distribution within the United 
Arab Emirates.   United States:  Distributed to US persons by either UBS Securities LLC or by UBS Financial Services Inc., subsidiaries of UBS AG; or by a group, 
subsidiary or affiliate of UBS AG that is not registered as a US broker-dealer (a   ‘non-US affiliate’ ) to major US institutional investors only. UBS Securities LLC or UBS 
Financial Services Inc. accepts responsibility for the content of a document prepared by another non-US affiliate when distributed to US persons by UBS Securities LLC or 
UBS Financial Services Inc. All transactions by a US person in the securities mentioned in this document must be effected through UBS Securities LLC or UBS Financial 
Services Inc., and not through a non-US affiliate. UBS Securities LLC is not acting as a municipal advisor to any municipal entity or obligated person within the meaning 
of Section 15B of the Securities Exchange Act (the "Municipal Advisor Rule"), and the opinions or views contained herein are not intended to be, and do not constitute, 
advice within the meaning of the Municipal Advisor Rule.   Canada:  Distributed by UBS Securities Canada Inc., a registered investment dealer in Canada and a Member-
Canadian Investor Protection Fund, or by another affiliate of UBS AG that is registered to conduct business in Canada or is otherwise exempt from registration.   Brazil:  
Except as otherwise specified herein, this material is prepared by UBS Brasil CCTVM S.A. to persons who are eligible investors residing in Brazil, which are considered to 
be: (i) financial institutions, (ii) insurance firms and investment capital companies, (iii) supplementary pension entities, (iv) entities that hold financial investments higher 
than R$300,000.00 and that confirm the status of qualified investors in written, (v) investment funds, (vi) securities portfolio managers and securities consultants duly 
authorized by Comissão de Valores Mobiliários (CVM), regarding their own investments, and (vii) social security systems created by the Federal Government, States, and 
Municipalities.   Hong Kong:  Distributed by UBS Securities Asia Limited and/or UBS AG, Hong Kong Branch.   Singapore:  Distributed by UBS Securities Pte. Ltd. [MCI 
(P) 018/09/2015 and Co. Reg. No.: 198500648C] or UBS AG, Singapore Branch. Please contact UBS Securities Pte. Ltd., an exempt financial adviser under the Singapore 
Financial Advisers Act (Cap. 110); or UBS AG, Singapore Branch, an exempt financial adviser under the Singapore Financial Advisers Act (Cap. 110) and a wholesale bank 
licensed under the Singapore Banking Act (Cap. 19) regulated by the Monetary Authority of Singapore, in respect of any matters arising from, or in connection with, the 
analysis or document. The recipients of this document represent and warrant that they are accredited and institutional investors as defined in the Securities and Futures 
Act (Cap. 289).   Japan:  Distributed by UBS Securities Japan Co., Ltd. to professional investors (except as otherwise permitted). Where this document has been prepared 
by UBS Securities Japan Co., Ltd., UBS Securities Japan Co., Ltd. is the author, publisher and distributor of the document. Distributed by UBS AG, Tokyo Branch to 
Professional Investors (except as otherwise permitted) in relation to foreign exchange and other banking businesses when relevant.   Australia:  Clients of UBS AG: 
Distributed by UBS AG (Holder of Australian Financial Services License No. 231087). Clients of UBS Securities Australia Ltd: Distributed by UBS Securities Australia Ltd 
(Holder of Australian Financial Services License No. 231098). Clients of UBS Wealth Management Australia Ltd: Distributed by UBS Wealth Management Australia Ltd 
(Holder of Australian Financial Services Licence No. 231127). This Document contains general information and/or general advice only and does not constitute personal 
financial product advice. As such, the Information in this document has been prepared without taking into account any investor’s objectives, financial situation or needs, 
and investors should, before acting on the Information, consider the appropriateness of the Information, having regard to their objectives, financial situation and needs. 
If the Information contained in this document relates to the acquisition, or potential acquisition of a particular financial product by a ‘Retail’ client as defined by section 
761G of the Corporations Act 2001 where a Product Disclosure Statement would be required, the retail client should obtain and consider the Product Disclosure 
Statement relating to the product before making any decision about whether to acquire the product. The UBS Securities Australia Limited Financial Services Guide is 
available at: www.ubs.com/ecs-research-fsg.   New Zealand:  Distributed by UBS New Zealand Ltd. The information and recommendations in this publication are 
provided for general information purposes only. To the extent that any such information or recommendations constitute financial advice, they do not take into account 
any person’s particular financial situation or goals. We recommend that recipients seek advice specific to their circumstances from their financial advisor.   Korea:  
Distributed in Korea by UBS Securities Pte. Ltd., Seoul Branch. This document may have been edited or contributed to from time to time by affiliates of UBS Securities 
Pte. Ltd., Seoul Branch.   Malaysia:  This material is authorized to be distributed in Malaysia by UBS Securities Malaysia Sdn. Bhd (Capital Markets Services License No.: 
CMSL/A0063/2007). This material is intended for professional/institutional clients only and not for distribution to any retail clients.   India:  Prepared by UBS Securities 
India Private Ltd. (Corporate Identity Number U67120MH1996PTC097299) 2/F, 2 North Avenue, Maker Maxity, Bandra Kurla Complex, Bandra (East), Mumbai (India) 
400051. Phone: +912261556000. It provides brokerage services bearing SEBI Registration Numbers: NSE (Capital Market Segment): INB230951431, NSE (F&O Segment) 
INF230951431, NSE (Currency Derivatives Segment) INE230951431, BSE (Capital Market Segment) INB010951437; merchant banking services bearing SEBI Registration 
Number: INM000010809 and Research Analyst services bearing SEBI Registration Number: INH000001204. UBS AG, its affiliates or subsidiaries may have debt holdings 
or positions in the subject Indian company/companies. Within the past 12 months, UBS AG, its affiliates or subsidiaries may have received compensation for non-
investment banking securities-related services and/or non-securities services from the subject Indian company/companies. The subject company/companies may have 
been a client/clients of UBS AG, its affiliates or subsidiaries during the 12 months preceding the date of distribution of the research report with respect to investment 
banking and/or non-investment banking securities-related services and/or non-securities services. With regard to information on associates, please refer to the Annual 
Report at: http://www.ubs.com/global/en/about_ubs/investor_relations/annualreporting.html  

The disclosures contained in research documents produced by UBS Limited shall be governed by and construed in accordance with English law. 

UBS specifically prohibits the redistribution of this document in whole or in part without the written permission of UBS and UBS accepts no liability whatsoever for the 
actions of third parties in this respect. Images may depict objects or elements that are protected by third party copyright, trademarks and other intellectual property 
rights. © UBS 2015. The key symbol and UBS are among the registered and unregistered trademarks of UBS. All rights reserved. 

 
 


